Magazine offers $100, 000 
• reward to willing defector 



. BOULDER, Colo. (AP) — If you are a 
communist pilot willing to fly to the 
West fromAighanistan, Laos or Cam- : 
bodia with a cargo of deadly: biological 
weapons — Robert K. Brown has a deal 
■ for you. ‘ 

In the January issue of Soldier of For- 
tune, Brown, the magazine’s 49-year-old 
editor and publisher, is offering a 
. $100,000 reward, payable in gold or any 
other currency, to a willing defector. 

Brown says it’s his way of getting the j 
United Nations to “admit that com- j 
munist forces have employed lethal .! 
chemical and-or biological weapons’’ in ! 
Southeast Asia. 

The bounty is just the latest of the con- 
troversial marazine’s forays on the dan 
side of advocacy journalism. 

Two years ago, Soldier of Fortune of- 
fered $10,000 for information leading to 
the capture of deposed Ugandan Presi- 
dent Idi Amin, It also started an ; 
“Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund” for 
the anti-Soviet resistance to that 
.. country. 

“We see ourselves as more than jour- 
nalists,” said Brown, twisting the tiger’s 
tooth hanging from his neck. “We do 
; more than simply report what occurs. , 
We get involved. We want to help the 
West to any way we can." ” 

Brown makes no bones about Which 
. side he’s on. His magazine is 
, unabashedly devoted to “the profes- : 
■ sional adventurer," a phrase critics 
. translate as armed mercenaries. 

Soldier of Fortune has been targeted 
by a Colorado citizen’s group for 
allegedly violating federal law by il- 
legally recruittog mercenaries to fight 
to foreign cbuntries — an offense 
punishable by a $6,000 fine, a 3-year 
prison term or both. • 

But the Justice Department said it in- 
vestigated and could find nothing 
wrong,.'. 

“Unsubstantiated allegations — 

1 balderdash!” Says Brown. “I don’t 
' agree with the law (against recruittog 
mercenaries), but I’m not going to 
(violate it and get) free room and board 
at prison.” 

Yet Brown doesn’t deny having 
distributed information on how to join a 
foreign force — such as that of the 
Sultan of Oman or the Rhodesian 
security forces — nor having referred 
numerous inquiries about “mere” 

' employment to known recruiters to the 



United States and abroad. 

. “I’nr of the theory that, well, better 
dead than red,” he says to admitting 
sympathy for a variety of mercenary 
causes. “One man’s terrorist — or 
mercenary — is another man’s freedom 
fighter.” : 

Advertisements to the magazine tout 
the latest to do-it-yourself plastic ex- 
plosives, automatic weapons and Italian 
stilettos. Invitations to “high-risk 

employment” and from individual^ who 

claim they’ll do “anything for the right 
price” fill the classified section. 

“Those ads appear to other publica- 
tions,” says BroWn, shru g gin g his 
muscular shoulders. He says Soldier Of 
Fortune has rejected ads from Neo-Nazi 
groups and the Irish Republican Army. ' 

A typical magazine cover features a 
photograph of human skulls, to this case 
those of Cambodian communists. 
Brown’s leathery face wrinkles into a 




haK smUe: “They were on the wrong the TOST, Frederick, Md. r ~ 
The cover of the currentissue features 



Brown himself, dressed in combat 
fatigues, squatting on the Laotian land- 
scape with a Chinese assault rifle in his 
hands. Behind him, standing with rifles 
at the ready, are three anti-communist 
guerrillas. . t 

It seems to work. 

Once a basement operation, Soldier of 
Fortune, founded in 1975, is now a slick, 
professional-looking magazine with a 
readership of 200,000, most of them in 
their 20s and 30s, male, of above- 
average income, and gun-owners. 

“We’re obviously looking at the 
macho male,”, says Brown, who has a 
rugged look with gray, closely cropped 
hair and a broad moustache that still 
holds a hint of red. 

Sitting in an office cluttered with 
Radges, books and posters attesting to 
his extensive paramilitary and military 
background, Brown is at ease fielding 
questions, but a trifle embarrassed 
when his mother, who lives in town, in- 
terrupts the interview to place a bag of 
chocolate chip cookies on his cluttered 



His magazine— for all its fascination 
with guns and violence — apparently is 
taken seriously by some. 

The official Soviet news agency Tass 



toxins at a Thai refugee camp and turn- 
ed them oyer to Rep.. Jim Leach, R- 
Iowa, who gave them to the Defense 
Department for testing. 

Brown claims the toxins were dropped 
by a Soviet bomber in April; The United 
' Nations was interested, but found the 
evidence “inconclusive.” 

Nevertheless, earlier this month, the 
U.S. House unanimously passed an 
amendment to the 1982 Foreign Aid Bill 
introduced by Leach that condemns the 
use of biochemical weapons by Soviet- 
backed Communist forces in Indochina 
and Afghanistan. 

“Without the involvement and con- 
cern of (groups like Soldier of Fortune), 
I’m convinced this issue still would be 
overlooked,” Leach said from his 
Washington office. -“In essence, they’re 
doing what the CIA should have been 
doing. 

“I’ve never overly identified with the 
magazine’s peculiar orientation,” he ad- 
ded. “But my hat’s off to them- in this 
case. They’re really just one side of the 
American system.” 



criticized it for. “openly patronizing 
hired assassins and their' recruiting 
agents,” while a radio station in 
Botswana-hinted that the magazine was s 
somehow behind the recent failed coup 
attempt in the Seychelles Islands. 

Brown dismisses the Seychelles 
allegation. “If it had been us,” he says, 
“we wouldn’t have failed.” 
fo the meantime, the magazine says it 
has obtained three samples of deadly 




